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Director’s Notes:

This has been an excellent
year for TFP. Despite some
setbacks we were able to add
two new sites and over 70
additional students.  We
hosted 19 new teachers who
greatly enhanced what we
could offer our children.    It’s
hard to express how grateful I
am to all the people that
volunteer time and money to
help us serve our children.
Watching the new teachers fall
in love with Nablus and their
students is one of the best
parts of every year for me.

We were able to build on the
success of our high school
program to begin a series of
projects for younger students
in the refugee camps around
Nablus and next year we are
adding around 150 students.
Take a look at page two for
more details on next year’s
plans.

Sadly, Assistant Director
Jonathon Young is leaving us
to return to America.  His
position will be filled by Helen
Brooks, who spent this year
running our Balata program.

Although most of our classes
are on hiatus for the summer,
we will be holding a series of
fundraisers and special events
so be sure to keep an eye on
our website for news.

Sean Canavan
Executive Director

TFP In Asker Camp
In Late March, TFP began a pilot project with the El Lid

Charitable Society in Asker Refugee Camp.  Our initial
classes, taught by Ms. Sara Refai, consisted of 36 of the top 6-
12 year old students in Asker.  The classes went extremely
well and we are proud to announce that we have reached an
agreement to host more than 100 students from Asker next
year at ELCS.

The El Lid Charitable Society has been running programs
in Asker for more than a decade and has helped tens of
thousands of people from all walks of life.

Started in a humble storefront on Asker’s Main Street,
primarily as a one-man operation, El Lid has grown into an
organization with hundreds of volunteers, employees and
alumni.  Graduates of El Lid programs are sprinkled
throughout every level of Palestinian civil society and
government.  El Lid runs training organizations for other
NGOs, programs for children, women, disabled people, and
many other groups.

The Asker Refugee Camp is one of the largest refugee
camps in the West Bank and its people have suffered some of
the worst abuses of the Occupation. Residents there have
fewer opportunities, a greater mortality rate, and significantly
inferior living conditions to their counterparts in Nablus
proper.   Teach for Palestine is glad to be doing our part to
help give children in Asker Camp a chance at a better life. A
special thank you to Hakan at Project Hope for introducing us
to the El Lid Center.
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Teach for Palestine has completed our site plans for the fall semester.  We will be working with
more than 300 students at seven different sites, primarily in the refugee camps and villages
around Nablus, but we also serve students from some of the poorest neighborhoods in the city.

Continuing Sites

We will be continuing our program for high school boys at
the Amr Bin As High School in Khallet al Mud.  Mr. Ben
Francis will be taking over this program as coordinator and
lead instructor.  We made a three-year commitment to many
of these students when we began
Teach for Palestine eighteen
months ago and we are excited to
see it through to completion.  This

was our first program and these
students are very dear to all of us at TFP.  Also continuing will be our
program for girls in the Naher al Oja Center in Balata Refugee Camp.
Mr. Kyon Hosseini will be taking over from Helen Brooks, who has
been promoted to Assistant Director.  I know Kyon is extremely

excited to get to Nablus and start working
with these girls.

We are also preparing to begin our second semester working
with the teachers at the Abduraheem Jardaneh High School.  Time
allowing, we will be expanding this part of TFP to serve teachers at
5-7 schools in Nablus.

New Sites

Our pilot at the El Lid Charitable Society in Asker is going to be expanding with the
addition of Ms. Esther Rojas, Mr. Ceri Davies, and Ms. Sepideah Mohsenian as teachers.  We
plan to hold nine classes at El Lid making it our single largest center.

Ms. Ella Ryan will be joining us from New Zealand to launch our partnership with the
Salim Village Women’s Society.  We will be holding three
classes at SCWS and Ms. Ella will be living and working
alongside our partners in the village. Ms. Jen Wendel will
be joining us and teaching out of the Yaffa Cultural
Center in Balata Camp.  We are really excited to be
working with the YCC, and we are hoping their brand new
state of the art theater will be the site of TFP’s fall drama
festival.

Last, Mr. Daniel Kelly will be the first TFP
teacher in the Samaritan Village on Mt. Gerzim.  The Samaritan
community has been particularly welcoming to us since we came
to Nablus and we are looking forward to being able to give something
back to their community.

Abood, Ahmed and Hamze at Amr Bin As

Fall 2011

Sean with the Balata kids

The teachers’ class at
Abdurraheem Jardaneh High School

The Salim Village Women’s Charitable
Society

Sean




TFP in Balata

This last year in Balata has been full of success stories. The camp is one of our most important
centers and many of the girls have been coming since the start of the program – 18 months ago.

In February we ran a mural painting party and added in an
extra class – taking the total to three a day.

The extra class has brought in a whole new set of students
starting right at the bottom. At the other end of the
spectrum, the girls in the highest class have been taking on
dialogues and performing in English. Ms. Helen is
Missing! and Who Ate Mr. Sean’s Iguana? were some
of our favourite dramas. Several of the top girls from Balata
have won scholarships to elite private schools in Nablus.

TFP put up Huda, one of the hardest working and most
talented girls in the program,
for a scholarship exam at
Pioneers Baccalaureate
School, widely considered the
premier school in Nablus. She
passed with flying colors and
will be starting in fifth grade
in September.

Conditions in Balata camp are
hard and we’ve been worried about leaving our students with no
teaching and nothing to do over the summer. Fortunately, Mr.
Kyon, a teacher from Bristol, UK, has come to our rescue. He
arrives at the beginning of July and will be taking the classes during
the summer.

Ms. Helen Brooks, who has been serving as Balata Coordinator, has
been promoted to Assistant Director.  While she will still be a fixture
at Naher al Oja, and our new Balata site at the Yafa Cultural Center,
Helen is now responsible for oversight of all six of our centers.
Congratulations to Helen.

Huda

Noor and Shahd paint ing the jungle

Fr: Sophie, Kelly, Ben F., Sara F., Amy, Nourmeen the Rabbit, Ben S.
Br: Sara R., Farah, Sean, Adem, Ciaran, Helen, Jon

Bbr: Delphino

Farewell and Good
Luck

To all out departing
teachers and staff.
Without these  men
and women who
volunteer their time
and effort, TFP
wouldn’t exist.

As you return to the
US, the UK, Ireland,
Australia, and
Ireland, know that
we will remember
you and we are
grateful.

Sean




Fundraising Events

Sara Fitouri, one of our esteemed alumni, started the idea and it has just run and run.
She got her friends together before coming out to teach with us, threw a party, collected
some money and the rest is history.

Now prospective teachers and alumni alike have been putting their heads together to
raise money for TFP.

In Washington, Esther Rojas – joining us here in
September – is planning a happy hour for next
month, June 23rd will see a student summer party in
Birzeit, and Ella Ryan is preparing our first Oceanic
fundraiser even as we speak.

And Sara Fitouri is back pounding the streets – so to
speak – to fund a teacher for the girls’ site for next
year. TFP is able to offer our services at an extremely
low cost so every dollar, or other currency, helps.

Thank You
To:
Lana and Munib Amad for their generous support
Ahmed Militat for all of his help and kindness
The Ministry of Education in Ramallah for the use of their school facilities

Performers for Palestine

Ben Francis, one of our teachers
from last semester who will be
running the boys’ site next year,
is behind this brilliant
fundraising idea.

As a multi-talented guy, Ben is
used to performing poetry at
festivals around the UK. He’s
rallied fellow performers, both
poets and musicians, to put
together a show in London to
raise money for TFP.

Date: July 2

Time: 7.30 – 10.30 pm

Place: The Horseshoe pub,
Clerkenwell Close, London

Here’s how you can help:

* Don’t have the time/friends to host a party?
Don’t panic! You can donate online here:
www.teachforpalestine.wordpress.com

* Have the time/friends for a party?

Great! Just find a location – could be your favorite
pub or anything suitable for a get-together, even if
that means a house party.

Chat to the owners of your venue – they are bound
to want to help.

Decide how much you want to charge for your
tickets.

Set up a facebook page to invite all your friends.

Provide some drinks/food or even a show.

Sean
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Student Page

Assakirk Assaghir

Strolling down the street, out of that school, with excitement
and pleasure as we were thinking – what are we going to see?
It was warm, and the air was refreshing. Everything just felt
so new and fresh. Tick tock, tick tock and it’s 2 pm. Time to
start the trip.

I never, ever imagined that the souq could be this nice. If you
asked me about the souq two days ago, I’d just say “ewww,
smelly fishes, smelly fishes”. Now, thinking through it, I
don’t think it’s that bad because, beyond that smell, there
were much better things.

Colorful vegetables, colorful clothes as well as shoes were all
there on the sides of the streets spicing up the souq! Shouting
people were nicely annoying and the crying babies were
annoyingly cute. Women, men, adults, children… some
were striding and some were pacing. That is the beauty of the
souq. All are there, just as a loving community.

Boys and Girls In School Together

The school today is boring without something to make the
boys have fun just for a little time. Today in our school it’s
awful.

They should put girls in the school. Its important for a lot of
things. First of all its useful to make the boys focus 99%.
Maybe part of our brain needs the girls to be wise kids
because here in Palestine boys don’t talk to girls very much,
just on the internet. When we have girls in the school the
personalities will be nicer. Maybe the kid will be shy but he
will focus. It will make the kids cleaner because they will
take a shower. Today in the school the kids smell awful.
This will make them take a shower at least a few days a
month.

Although it’s not allowed to put boys and girls together in
one school, we have to put them together to make the boys
focus on their studies and to have some fun together. It’s a
boring and silly day when it’s all classes all the time. We
will never understand anything. We have to put them
together and not be shy anymore.

This month we are highlighting some of the top writers
from our high school programs. All of the students whose work is
excerpted here have been in our program for at least a year. To
read the full stories, log into http://www.lifeinpalestine.com.
Next newsletter we will highlight some of our younger students

Nablus Versus Jenin

On a cold rainy day in Nablus, there were two
teams. One of them is my team and my best
friend’s team. Our team name is the Freedom
Team. This name gave me the desire to join the
club. The main problem before the match was that
the captain was injured and he couldn’t play. The
coach decided to put me in his place. That made
me captain. At the end of the match we scored the
killing goal. The other team was very angry
because we won the match.

When the referee blew the whistle the match
started. Both teams were enthusiastic. The other
team controlled the match and scored the first goal.
The time went quickly and the first half finished.
Our coach encouraged us and told us nothing could
beat us and gave us a new plan.

The second half started. The plan worked well and
we scored our first goal. Now the score was 1-1.
The other team became very angry and they forgot
that they came to this match to play football. The
one of them who had scored their first goal took a
red card because he kicked one of the best players
on my team. My coach substituted that player with
Jad, my friend.

In the extra time we won a corner kick. Fortunately
our goalkeeper came quickly to the penalty area.
The corner kicker kicked the ball to our goalkeeper
and he scored the killer goal.

Sean working with Zaid and Rabei

Sean
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